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Snyder's new budget plan hits GV hard
Matt McLogan: 'We 
have been planning 
for this day'
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor
Michigan Gov. Rick Sny­
der proposed a budget plan for 
the 2012 fiscal year on Thurs­
day that would reduce state 
support for higher education 
by 22 percent.
The reduction will knock
Grand Valley State Univer­
sity’s current state aid of $62 
million down to $48.4 mil­
lion.
Matt McLogan, vice presi­
dent for University Relations, 
said despite the massive re­
duction, university leaders are 
not surprised.
“President Haas commu­
nicated with the campus com­
munity about the budget on 
Friday,” McLogan said. “He 
observed that the cut is large 
but not unexpected. We have
been planning for this day. We 
knew that the federal funds be­
ing used to plug budget holes 
in Michigan will run out later 
this year.”
In an e-mail issued to the 
university Friday, GVSU 
President Thomas J. Haas said 
because the reductions in state 
aid were not unexpected, the 
university has taken a number 
of preemptive measures, in­
cluding faculty and staff wage 
freezes, faculty and staff pay-
See Snyder, A2
State cutbacks: Rick Snyder (pictured)'s budget proposes a 22 
percent cut in higher education spending across the state.
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New housing 
considered in 
Allendale
By Chelsea Stoskopf
GVL Staff Writer
New student-geared apart­
ment plans were proposed 
Monday evening at the Allen­
dale Charter Township board 
meeting.
These plans include housing 
that will be located on the north­
west comer of 52nd Street and 
Pierce Street and will be called 
Allsward Terrace. The town- 
home-like housing will include 
four beds and four baths with 
one bedroom located on the first 
floor and three on the second 
floor.
C&E Infrastructure project 
manager Jeff Vos said the build­
ing units are not expected to be 
available for rent until Decem­
ber. However, this date is sub­
ject to change.
“We are addressing the town­
ship’s concerns,” he said. “We 
believe we are on track for an 
approval, but we have to afford 
the township the opportunity to 
say that.”
Vos said C&E Infrastructure 
had been asked by the township 
to revise its plans for landscap­
ing, curbs around the parking, 
sidewalk configurations and 
the aesthetic appearance to the 
buildings.
'Hie next township meeting 
is scheduled for March 21.
cstoskopf@ lanthom xom
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Financial woes: A Grand Valley student gets rid of her Bridge Card. New state regulations would restrict the number of students eligible for 
Bridge Cards to those with special circumstances, such as those with young children or those undergoing unpaid on-the-job training.
State crackdown on student Bridge Card use met with anxiety
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor
G
rand Valley State 
University psychology 
major Andrew Taylor 
remembers the last time 
he did not have his Bridge Card, 
when muddled logistics from moving 
left him without groceries for two 
months.
“I lived on the beans that were left 
over in my cupboard.” Taylor said. 
“So if I didn’t have food stamps, I 
wouldn't have any food at all.”
Taylor worries that he will not 
make the cut come April when
Michigan’s Department of Human 
Services will no longer allow 
students to automatically qualify for 
food assistance.
Gisgie Gendreau, press officer for 
DHS, said federal guidelines dictate 
only a small number of truly needy 
students are eligible for a Bridge 
Card status, and in the past Michigan 
was granted an exception to those 
federal guidelines.
“I just want to make sure that 
it’s clear we were following federal 
guidelines before and that we are 
following federal guidelines now,” 
Gendreau said. “Federal guidelines 
allowed Michigan to have the
//
I just want to make sure 
that it's clear we were fol­
lowing federal guidelines 
before and that we are 
following (them) now/7
-Gisgie Gendreau
Michigan DHS press officer
exception, and we requested to 
remove that exception and were 
granted approval.”
She said concerned citizens
See Bridge Card, A2
GOP bill proposes multi-million dollar Pell Grant cuts
Aid reductions: Junior Josh Schutt asks for grant information in the Financial Aid 
office. A federal proposal would decrease the maximum Pell Grant by 15 percent.
'Gome Restrictions Apply
By Chelsea Lane
GVL Staff Writer
Republicans in the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
have unveiled a new spend­
ing bill for the remainder 
of the 2011 fiscal year that 
would slash $100 billion 
from President Obama's 
current budget request. 
Among other reductions, 
the measure would cut mil­
lions of dollars from stu­
dent financial aid. includ­
ing the Federal Pell Grant 
Program.
The Pell Grant Program, 
designed by the U.S. De­
partment of Education to 
promote access to postsec­
ondary education, provides 
need-based grants to low- 
income undergraduate and 
certain post-baccalaureate 
students. The proposed 
student aid reductions
would trim the maximum 
Pell Grant by 15 percent, 
or $845, from the existing 
$5,550 currently available 
to the country’s neediest 
students and make approxi­
mately 1.7 million students 
ineligible for Pell Grants, 
according to FinAid.com.
If enacted, the reduc­
tions would be the largest 
cut in student aid funds in
See Student Aid, A2
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Bridge Card
continued from page A1
brought the subject of student 
bridge card abuse to the 
director’s attention. Rep. David 
Agema (R-Grandville) helped 
advocate for the renewed 
restriction and said in a press 
release issued by DHS early 
February that he stands behind 
the decision.
“College students who do 
not really need assistance have 
been allowed to take advantage 
for far too long,” Agema said. 
“Preventing bridge card abuse will 
make sure assistance only goes to 
those who truly need help. This 
action will put a stop to this waste 
of tax payer money.”
Gendreau said between 
25 XXX) and 26XXX) people who 
attended college in fall of 2010 
received food assistance. Starting 
in April, a smaller, more specific 
demographic will make the cut.
“Under the federal guidelines, 
college students don’t qualify for 
food assistance except in a small 
number of instances that include 
having young children in the 
home, not being physically able 
to work and being in an on-the job 
training program,” Gendreau said.
Agema said those with true 
need will still be able to get the
bridge cards, and those who do 
not will not.
Michelle Rhodes, director of 
financial aid, said she worries the 
change in Bridge Card guidelines 
will affect many of the commuter 
students at G VS U who do not have 
meal plans on campus and might 
find themselves taking out heftier 
loans to make ends meet. She said 
this academic year, 13 XXX) total 
students have taken out loans with 
an average of $6,700 per student 
per year.
“With anything that you take 
away from a student, 1 think it’s 
really hard because there are a lot 
of students who need to have their 
basic needs met, and if the Bridge 
Card is going to do that and 
it’s being taken away, for some 
students, it’s going to really create 
a hardship,” Rhodes said.
Many worry this sort of blanket 
take down of student eligibility 
will bar those who do not quite 
fit the bill from receiving the food 
assistance they legitimately need.
Taylor, who can no longer 
receive scholarships due to his 
fifth-year senior status, struggles to 
pay for his rent, and all the while, 
private loan payments are already 
turning up in his mailbox.
“I think at this point, it’s not 
even going to be a negative impact 
- it’s just going to be impossible,”
he said. “There’s going to be no 
way to pay for anything. I’ve 
already had to stop paying my 
credit cards five months ago or 
so, so 1 don’t know where money 
for food is even going to come 
from.”
Taylor said he empathizes with 
the governments’ predicament but 
does not necessarily agree with the 
way Michigan is handling it.
“I mean, they have to cut it 
from somewhere, but a blanket 
cut-off from students seems like 
the wrong way to do it,” he said. 
“I feel like there has to be another 
way.”
In the meantime, Taylor is 
battling his money matters with 
reason and chooses to be okay 
with simply doing what he can in 
the face of the uncertain months 
ahead of him.
“I put it on my whiteboard 
- things that were on my mind 
going into this semester - and I 
filled up my entire whiteboard,” 
he said. “It was really this great 
kind of catharsis, and I got it all 
out and then just erased it. Because 
unfortunately, what are you going 
to do, you know?”
For more information on 
Michigan’s Food Assistance 
Program, visit www.mibridges. 
michigan.gov/access.
news@ lanthorn £om
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Money troubles: A Grand Valley student cuts up their Bridge Card.
Snyder
continued from page A1
ing significant out-of-pocket 
portions for health insurance 
premiums and cutting $7 mil­
lion from university budgets 
for the past two years. Admin­
istrative costs, he added, are 
8 percent below the average 
among the Michigan public 
universities, which mirrors 
Haas’ theme of “living within 
our means.”
Out of a budget of $330 
million, state appropriation av­
erages to $5,704 per student. 
However, GVSU receives less 
than $3,000 per student. If state 
funding reflected the projected 
average, GVSU would receive 
about $67 million more in aid.
Haas said he will appear be­
fore the House Higher Educa­
tion Appropriations Commit- 
tee on March 2-.- •
“You can count on me to
remind our state policy mak­
ers of the importance of public 
higher education and Grand 
Valley’s role in producing the 
talent through which Michigan 
can regain its economic vital­
ity,” he said in his e-mail to the 
university.
Gov. Snyder said universi­
ties that meet tuition incentives 
will only suffer a 15-percent 
reduction, which would restore 
$42 million in state aid to GV- 
SU’s final numbers to bring the 
total to $52.6 million.
“President Haas made it 
clear that as we adapt to the 
state’s new, lower level of sup­
port that Grand Valley will not 
compromise academic qual­
ity nor adversely affect student 
services,” McLogan said. “Our 
highest priority is to see that 
students get the classes they 
need to make timely progress 
toward graduation.’’
news@ lanthorn .com
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Student aid
continued from page A1
in the history of the Pell 
Grant program.
In addition, the Repub­
lican proposal would also 
eliminate all funding from 
the $758 million Supple­
mental Educational Oppor­
tunity Grant program and for 
the Leveraging Educational 
Assistance Partnership pro­
gram. The legislation would 
also reduce funding for 
GEAR UP, TRIO and other 
federal programs targeted 
at minority and low-income 
students.
Republican supporters ar­
gue the bill will help balance 
the federal budget.
“This legislation... is a 
massive down payment on 
the new Republican major­
ity's commitment to drasti­
cally decrease discretionary 
funding in order to help our 
economy thrive and spur job 
creation,” said Hal Rogers, 
House Appropriations Com­
mittee Chairman, in a press 
release. “This will be the 
first of many Appropriations 
bills that will significantly 
reduce spending this year­
beginning a pattern of cuts 
that will help put our na­
tion’s budgets back into bal­
ance and stop the dangerous
spiral of unsustainable defi­
cits and debt.”
Grand Valley State Uni­
versity College Republicans 
Chairman Kyle Smith said 
rather than raise taxes, the 
GOP aims to invigorate the 
U.S. economy by curbing 
deficit spending.
“It is very unfortunate 
that this cut happened, but 
things have to be sacrificed 
to get government spending 
under control in this coun­
try,” he said. “The United 
States cannot afford to keep 
deficit spending like they 
are and want to be a viable 
country for trade. These two 
items are inversely related... 
Raising taxes will only crip­
ple the recovery process by 
taking more money away 
from people that are already 
struggling. By lowering tax­
es, especially for businesses, 
the United States economy 
will become more friendly to 
new business, enhancing our 
economy and creating jobs.”
But GVSU College Dem­
ocrats President Paul LeB- 
lanc said Republican claims 
of making education cuts to 
balance the federal budget 
are hypocritical.
“It is absolutely uncon­
scionable to propose cutting 
the Pell Grant program by so 
much,” LeBlanc said. “Doing 
this in the name of balancing 
the federal budget is also 
hypocritical.The Republican 
majority has not proposed 
cutting our massive defense 
budget even slightly, despite
UWVERSITYbookstore
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the fact that the United States 
outspends our nearest com­
petitor in defense spending, 
China, by seven times on an 
annual basis.”
Even if passed by the 
House, the measure is ex­
pected to meet opposition 
in the Democrat-controlled 
Senate and in the White 
House. President Obama has 
called for keeping the maxi­
mum Pell Grant at $5,550 
and proposed paying for the 
grants by cutting $100 bil­
lion elsewhere in federal stu­
dent aid programs over the 
coming decade.
“Making college afford­
able and accessible is not 
only a moral responsibility, 
it’s also the best economic 
investment that can be made 
in our nation,” LeBlanc said. 
“A well-educated workforce 
is a necessity for enhancing 
our international competi­
tiveness and attracting jobs 
to the country. I find it as­
tounding that the Republican 
leadership is so short-sighted 
that they don’t understand 
this basic economic fact.”
Locally, Gov. Rick Sny­
der’s budget also proposes a 
22-percent reduction in state 
aid to public four-year col­
leges, further wedging a gap 
between what GVSU should 
receive from the state and 
what the university actually 
receives. In an e-mail to stu­
dents last Friday, President 
Thomas J. Haas said he will 
appear before the House Ap­
propriations Committee on 
March 2 to voice university 
concerns.
“Our highest priority is 
to ensure that students re­
main able to enroll in the 
classes they need in order 
to graduate in a timely man­
ner,” Haas said. “I will not 
allow reductions in state aid 
to compromise our academic 
quality nor our services to 
students.”
clane@ lanthorn .com
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GV NEWS
Rapids bus ridership 
reaches two million
Last week, Grand Valley 
State University recorded 
two million bus riders for 
the 2010-11 academic 
year. The number was 
recorded at 6:30 p.m. 
on February 15,16 days 
earlier than last year.
Two million riders on the 
Rapids bus system mean 
good things for GVSU and 
for the riders themselves. 
The university calculated 
that there are 1,285,270 
gallons of gas saved, 
which translates into a 
savings of $4,048,601.60 
in gas expenses and 
$11,567,433.15 in auto 
operating costs.
GVSU has experienced 
record bus ridership over 
the last 11 years and 
has seen an increase of 
13.24 percent over the 
last year alone. Numbers 
for individual days have 
increased as well. Typically, 
Mondays are the busiest 
days for bus ridership, but 
in 2002, Monday ridership 
was 1,855 compared to 
24,682 in 2010.
SCDI hosting new lunch 
series
Grand Valley 
State University's 
Sustainable Community 
Development Initiative 
invites faculty, students 
and staff to attend a new 
lunch series to encourage 
conversations about 
sustainability.
The series, Lunchtime 
Sustainability 
Conversations, will be 
held each month in Room 
2201 of Kirkhof Center 
from noon to 1 p.m. A 
presentation from the 
TEDx conference, an 
event based on sharing 
ideas, will be shown and 
followed by a discussion.
GVSU hosted its first 
TEDx event last fall.
The first session is 
scheduled for Friday and 
will feature a discussion 
on The Happy Planet 
Index, a system that 
follows national well­
being and measures it 
against resource use. The 
event is free of charge 
and lunch is provided. 
Three more events will 
follow. On March 16, 
there will be a discussion 
of Obesity + Hunger = 1 
Global Food Issue, April 8 
will follow the topic of An 
Ecofeminist Perspective 
and the April 22 event 
will cover The Economic 
Injustice of Plastic.
For more information 
about the series or a 
particular event, visit the 
SCDI website or e-mail 
sustainability@gvsu.edu.
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EDITORIAL_________________________________________
Actions speak louder
Snyder undermined his proclamation that 
Michigan should emphasize P-20 education 
with huge budget cuts to higher education.
During his State of the State address on Jan. 19, Michigan Gov. Rick 
Snyder called tor a shift away from an emphasis on K-12 education in 
Michigan. Instead, he said, we should focus on P-20 education: starting 
students strong in preschool and keeping them enrolled in strong state 
programs during their undergraduate and post-baccalaureate studies.
But a mere month after his well-received proclaimation, Snyder 
slashed higher education funding by 22 percent in his budget proposal.
Times are tough. Michigan’s economic woes have given the state one 
of the worst economies in nation, and the longer its recession drags on, 
the more obvious impacts on the state become. Money for the state has 
to come from somewhere, but there’s a right way and a wrong way to 
trim the fat from a budget, and cutting funding to colleges and universi­
ties by nearly a quarter after declaring that higher education should be a 
priority - that’s the wrong way.
The financial landscape looks bleak for students today. House Re­
publicans want to cut Pell Grants and other student aid by millions of 
dollars, the Michigan legislature wants to revoke students’ Bridge Card 
eligibility and Snyder wants to cut higher education funding for suppos­
edly more important projects. These legislators view higher education 
as a luxury expense, but for those who don’t want to spend their lives 
Hipping burgers at a fast-food restaurant, a college degree is anything 
but a luxury.
Cutting spending on college students may save the government 
money in the short term, but the long-term effects could financially crip­
ple our generation. According to the Project on Student Debt, college 
seniors who graduated in 2(X)9 carried an average of $24,000 in student 
loan debt from their undergraduate degrees, up 6 percent from the previ­
ous year. The Project on Student Debt also estimates that the amount of 
debt incurred by college students is up by more than 50 percent from 
the mid-1990s. Sending twentysomethings into the real world laden 
with debt doesn't encourage financial growth - it creates a generation 
of spenders and innovators who are hindered by massive student loan 
debts, discouraging them from seeking graduate degrees, undertaking 
entrepreneurial efforts or reinvesting money into the nation’s struggling 
economy.
Grand Valley State University President Thomas J. Haas made him­
self look like a superhero among GVSU students when he sent out his 
e-mail declaring that he “will not allow reductions in state aid to com­
promise our academic quality nor our services to students,” and when 
he goes before the Michigan legislature on March 2, we can only hope 
he can talk sense into our new governor and convince him to reconsider 
his proposal.
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Valley Vote
Should expansion be a priority at GVSU?
Yes: 43%
This week’s question:
Has Gov. Rick Snyder delivered on 
his P-20 education promise?
No: 57%
Vote online at
Lanthorn.com
GVL OPINION POLICY ■
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
lanthom opinion page is to stimulate 
discussion and action on topics of interest 
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of 
the Grand Valley Lanthom.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes 
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles 
of expression for reader opinions: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
letters must include the author's name 
and be accompanied by current picture 
identification if dropped off in person.
1 otters will be checked by an employee of 
the Grand Valley lanthom.
Ijetters appear as space permits each
issue. The limit for letter length is one 
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthom will not be 
held responsible for errors that appear in 
print as a result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld 
for compelling reasons.
The content, information and 
views expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff.
YOUR THOUGHTS
Do you think Bridge Card requirements 
should be stricter for students?
"For some, because 
students really 
exploit Bridge 
Cards. But I think 
there’s definitely 
some who deserve 
them, and the State 
should take into 
consideration the 
students who really 
do need them."
"Everyone needs 
to be fed, first and 
foremost. I don’t 
think that they 
should be stricter. I 
think people should 
be able to get the 
aid they need."
"Only in some cases. 
A lot of students are 
on their own now, 
so if they need it 
and aren't working 
enough,then they 
need that extra 
money for food."
"Most definitely.
I feel like at the 
current rate, it's 
overused if not 
abused. I feel it 
takes away from 
students working 
and going out there 
and finding jobs."
"I think they should 
for a lot of college 
students who are 
getting help from 
their parents to pay 
for school... But 
kids who are paying 
for school on their 
own -1 think they 
deserve to have 
them."
Slavko Bekovic
Senior
Broadcasting 
Chicago, III.
Dave Connett
Senior
Information Systems 
Los Angeles, Calif.
Dan Mac Donnell
Junior
Hospitality and Tourism 
Plymouth, Mich.
Casey Cunningham
Junior
Biomedical Sciences 
Grand Rapids, Mich.
Sammie Baker
Sophomore 
Exercise Sciences 
Marquette, Mich.
GVL STUDENT OPINION
Stay smart when choosing last-minute housing
If I were you, I would 
have found housing 
for next year by now. 
Unfortunately, I am not 
you and haven’t done 
that yet...
However, my hope 
is that there are still a 
handful of students left 
who are in the same 
non-planning boat as 
me. And because non­
planning boats have not 
worked out in the past 
(holla at ya, Titanic), I 
want to turn this ship 
around and provide some 
helpful tips for those 
looking for a place to 
live next year.
1. Know your room­
mate situation. It’s not 
smart to sign up for a 
place and just expect
your friends to follow 
you into it. Have a plan 
and know whether you 
are living with people 
you know or are going in 
blind. Nothing is worse 
than signing a lease 
and realizing that you 
may be the only person 
prepared to move into 
a unit at the end of the 
summer. While your 
friends are partying it 
up in their new crib, 
you’re crying like a baby 
in your lonely abode of 
poor planning.
Keep in mind that 
there is nothing wrong 
with going in blind.
It can be a refreshing 
change of scenery. It can 
also be a way of stick­
ing it to your jerk of a 
current roommate who 
can’t seem to grasp the 
concept that 3 a.m. is not 
the ideal time to begin a 
rowdy round of Call of 
Duty with the volume at 
full-blast. But let’s not 
get into specifics.
2. Keep utilities in 
mind. Most complexes 
will tell you right off 
the bat what utilities 
you will be paying for. 
The rent payment on the 
contract won’t factor
in the additional costs, 
which typically include 
electricity, gas, water, 
and luxury tax. Some­
times the complex with 
the slightly higher rent 
will be more financially 
rewarding when you 
consider heating in the 
winter. Or you can just 
never turn the heat on 
any stock up on Snug- 
gies. The choice is yours.
3. Watch out for hid­
den fees. Some housing 
complexes will attempt 
to squeeze every last 
dollar out of college 
students, like the udder 
of some cash cow. Don’t 
get stuck with a fine for 
owning pets just because 
a spider decided to nest 
in the comer of your 
living room. Thinking
about smoking hookah 
every night? You better 
have a wicked ventila­
tion system in place 
because landlords can 
smell that charcoal-tast­
ing smoke from a mile 
away.
I wish I had more ad­
vice to give you, but I’m 
busy finding a place for 
next year myself. There 
are so many options as 
to where I can directly 
dump my paychecks that 
it can be hard to keep 
track.
Maybe I’ll just live 
by myself next year—I’d 
hate to keep anyone up 
with my rambunctious 
binges of late-night 
hookah-induced Call of 
Duty games, wrapped 
up cozy in my Snuggie. 
How’s that for a plan? 
cslattery@lanthorn .com
see LANTHORN.COM 
to view Andrew Justus' 
political blog 
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The Vaginas Monologues: Selectively Inclusive?
This year, the Grand Valley Women’s Center staged 
its 10th annual production of the Vagina Monologues, 
drawing audiences of over 1 ,(XX) people. It was a huge 
feat for the Women’s Center, which has had much 
smaller audiences in the past. The show’s proceeds are 
divided between production costs, the rights to produce 
the play, and women’s organizations in Grand Rapids. 
This is no ordinary play production - the money at the 
door supports women’s projects in the community.
The Vagina Monologues is a play about female 
empowerment, celebrating the global community of all 
women. It communicates complexities of female sexual­
ity, self-discovery, and the parallels between all women 
and their nuanced relationships with their, well, vaginas.
This is what all Vagina Activists are told when we 
tryout or volunteer for the show. This year was my first 
time participating as an actor, and the group of women I 
worked with was fantastic. However, everything seemed 
in line with traditional “western, third wave feminism”- 
women calling for justice, recognition, and equality 
within a context that is. unfortunately, almost completely 
undiversified and classist.
I teach a women’s studies course at the Gerald R. 
Ford Job Corps center, a trade school for predominately 
black young adults, many of whom have children and 
haven't finished high school yet. Additionally, many 
of these women do not have laige support networks or 
many positive female role models. As a Vagina activ­
ist. I thought it was imperative that my young students 
come to the show. I asked the Women’s Center, which 
was helping the GVSU student organization Eyes Wide 
Open hand out free tickets to GVSU students, if they 
would be willing to donate 10 tickets to my students. 
Their response: a stem, “We can’t, and we won’t.”
I was told that the tickets were for “poor college 
students” and that the Women’s Center, who produces 
and organizes the show, was not authorized to give away 
tickets. I came to find out that hundreds of free tickets 
were being given away and not just to GVSU students. I 
learned that tickets were being given away to whomever. 
When I asked the Women's Center When I asked if my 
students could sit in seats that might otherwise not be 
used the Women's Center also said that was not possible. 
Even the open Fieldhouse bleachers, drawn out in case 
much larger crowds showed up, were not open to my 
students. These seats were private property.
With all the galvanizing rhetoric about women’s 
experiences and the importance of uncovering the com­
mon threads shared by all women, there is something 
very critical about the event’s demographic - it ends up 
engaging predominately white, middle-class activists 
who have already been involved in female emancipation 
efforts. It is easier to rely on the activists and their friends 
as the bulk of attendees and supporters than to reach out 
into the community and find tlie patriarchal men and the 
marginalized women who need to see this show most.
In fact, there is hardly any representation on stage of 
women from the Grand Rapids community - minority 
women, poor women, abused women- and it’s likely 
that these women don’t go to the Vagina Monologues (at 
least not at Grand Valley.) If we were to draw conclu­
sions from actor and audience demographics, this is a 
show for women who have already been exposed to 
feminist ideals through a college education and can 
afford the price of a ten or twenty dollar ticket. Where 
are the women who haven’t heard the Vagina message? 
Women who might benefit from seeing strong and em­
powered women talk about women's issues?
I truly appreciate Eve Ensler’s mission, and I can’t 
deny I loved working with my fellow activists. I don’t 
take issue with the script or with the themes of the show 
-1 only wish to point out how the show has been orga­
nized in a seemingly exclusionary and preferential way.
However, the Women’s Center has done many great 
things for the community by donating time, money, and 
student volunteers to numerous projects. But there is a 
clear disconnect between the proclaimed values of the 
Vagina Monologues and what actually takes place in 
organizing the event. If the goal is equality and ac­
cess, my students serve as a testament to the failures of 
the Vagina production to reach the most marginalized 
women. They, and their vagina stories, remain unheard.
I can’t help but wonder what we could learn from them 
and what they would say. Hopefully in the future, the 
Women’s Center takes a much more active role in get­
ting all women onto our campus and involved with the 
Vagina Monologues. This is important in the struggle for 
women’s liberation and connecting our global commu­
nity of women together. If the show is to truly meant for 
all types of women, there should be a greater effort made 
to reach out to them.
Meredith Osborne 
Philosophy and Liberal Studies
Want us to publish your thoughts? 
Email us at editorial@lanthorn.com
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By Molly Waite
GVL Assistant News Editor
N
obody loves playing in the dirt quite like members of the 
Grand Valley State University Farm Club, and in order to 
promote the continued growth of agriculture at GVSU, the 
Farm Club is sponsoring Down on the Farm, a dinner and benefit to 
support the university Sustainable Agriculture Project.
“We hope to bring together students, staff, faculty and members 
of the community under one roof and inform them of the state of 
agricultural programs and projects at Grand Valley and let people 
know that there is a movement trying to emetge, and that is the 
movement towards creating a collaborative space on campus where 
students can learn about sustainable agriculture,” said senior Kend­
all Gilbert, vice president of the Farm Club and a student represen­
tative of the Community Garden Council.
Down on the Farm, which will be held March 3 in Room 215 of 
the L.V. Eberhard Center on the Pew Campus, will begin with a 5 
pin. cocktail hour and auction. Dinner is scheduled for 6 p ju.
The Farm Club is a student organization that was formed at the 
end of this past semester to help students get involved with sus­
tainable agriculture, said professor Kelly Parker, a member of the 
Agricultural Council and adviser to the Farm Club.
“There’s a real interest in sustainability at Grand Valley and peo­
ple come at it for all kinds of reasons,” Parker said. “This project is 
important because it’s right on the campus, it’s a great opportunity 
for people to get involved, to be hands on in the dirt and learn how 
small-scale agriculture can work.”
The main focus of the Sustainable Agriculture Project focuses 
around what used to be known as the Community Garden.
“We’re really too big to call ourselves a garden,” said Levi 
Gardner, garden operations manager. "By definition, a community 
garden doesn’t grow crops and probably isn’t going to be sold at 
farmer’s markets, like we have been. We’re trying to connect with 
not just being a farm, but also connect with the broader mission of 
experiential learning.”
The event will also feature guest speaker Mike Hamm, the chair
State University. Hamm will
Courtesy photo / Levi Gardner
Agricultural campus: The GVSU Community Garden is seen in full bloom during the last growing season. The garden grows crops which are sold at farmer's markets.
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scale agriculture can work/'
-Kelly Parker 
Farm Club adviser
speak on the Good Food Charter and sustainable food initiatives 
that are taking place tha>ughout Michigan.
“We are hoping to expose attendees to the ongoing effort to 
make agriculture and community gardening a part of the GVSU 
campus community,” Gilbert said. “We hope to inspire people who 
have never heard about the community garden to become involved 
in this project and to encourage those who already know about the 
community garden to continue supporting this project through their 
involvement and outreach.”
Tickets to the event are $30 for the general public, and $10 for 
students. To register for the event, visit www.gvsu.edu/sustain- 
ableagproject. Registration for the event will end on March 1. For 
more information, e-mail gardnele@gvsu.edu.
assistantnews@ lanthorn xom
Courtesy photo / Levi Gardner
Down on the farm: Garden operations manager Levi Gardner (left) 
stands with GVSU students Amy Page, Kendall Gilbert and Josh Lycka last 
spring while breaking ground on the community garden.
Edwards named new director of Center for Philanthropy
By Lauren Ringger
GW. Staff Writer
James Edwards was named the new ex­
ecutive director of Grand Vailey State Univer­
sity’s Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philan­
thropy.
“I am very excited about this new posi­
tion,” Edwards said. “My career path hasn’t 
been a straight line in the past, but I am really 
excited that I have landed here at the Johnson 
Center. I came here a couple years ago, and 
now I’m glad to have this opportunity.”
Edwards will replace Kathy Agard, who 
retired in December. Since coming to GVSU 
in 2003, Edwards has served as an assistant 
professor of social work and as director of the 
Johnson Center’s Community Research Insti­
tute.
The Aquinas graduate, who holds advanced 
degrees from Western Michigan University 
and Michigan State University, has direct ser­
vice experience in child welfare and juvenile 
justice. He has served as a foster care worker, 
juvenile court probation officer and investi­
gator for the county Family Drug Court Task 
Force. Edwards also assisted in expanding the 
mental health home-based services in Kent 
County.
“Those are core industries for whom we 
serve as a philanthropy center - the nonprofit 
sector and the foundations that support those 
sectors - and so my experience has been on 
the other side of receiving the grants, imple­
menting and running programs that serve com­
munities,” Edwards said. “So my experience 
from working on the ground has increased my 
understanding in how to manage a nonprofit,
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how to manage an organization, how to bal­
ance funding — all come into play in this pro­
cess of grant making.”
The Johnson Center is a unit of the College 
of Community and Public Service at GVSU in 
downtown Grand Rapids. The Center was es­
tablished in 1992 with support from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. It promotes effective 
philanthropy, community improvement and 
excellence in nonprofit leadership through 
teaching, research and service. The Center is 
recognized for its applied research and pro­
fessional development benefiting practitio­
ners and nonprofits through its Community 
Research Institute and other programs. The 
Johnson Center’s work involves conduct­
ing research, teaching effective practices and 
providing pathways to service. The mission 
of the Johnson Center is to serve nonprofits, 
foundations and other organizations that seek 
to transform their communities for the com­
mon good. The center is adapting constantly
//
My career path hasn't 
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really excited to that I 
have landed here../7
-James Edwards
to changing conditions.
“Like everyone else we have to be con­
scious of the economy, so we are going to 
make sure we are operating as efficiently as 
possible, but at the same time our goal is to 
grow,” Edwards said. “As we continue to 
grow, we will continue to impact, and not just 
in Michigan but beyond. We have two primary 
national programs already. The “Foundation 
Review” is our journal, so we want to increase 
our subscriptions across the country, and we 
want to increase our citations for the articles 
that are within that journal. Our second na­
tional program is our grant-making school, 
and we want to make that service available to 
foundations across the country.”
The Johnson Center also provides train­
ing and education in the areas of data man­
agement, board certification, grant making, 
philanthropy, nonprofit management and 
leadership. Each program offers valuable in­
formation that can further students’ growth 
and development.
“The Johnson Center is important to GVSU 
and West Michigan because we provide origi­
nal research and professional development 
for the community,” said Robert Shalett, the 
Johnson Center’s director of communica­
tions. “Our workshops, courses, publications 
and reports provide foundation and nonprofit 
leaders - both regionally and nationally - with 
information they use to increase success in 
their work.”
lritiRf>er@ lanthorn .com
GVL / Kate Kaurich
Philanthropy: James Edwards, new assistant director of the Johnson Center, goes over information with an assistant.
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Champions.
[cham-pee-uhn] -noun
1. A winner of first prize or first place 
competition
2. One that does battle for another’s ri
DODGE
Compiled from
GV1 Archive / Andrew Mills 
bar: Grand Valley junior Jocelyn Kuksa competes 
pole vault during'The Big Meet" on Feb. 11.
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Weekend Schedule Laker women going for magic number 12
TRACK AND FIELD 
Friday, 3 p.m.: M./W. GLIAC 
Conference Championships at 
Saginaw Valley
Saturday, 8 a.m.: M./W. GLIAC 
Conference Championships at 
Saginaw Valley
BASKETBALL
Saturday, 1 p.m.: M. Basketball at 
Ferris State
Saturday, 3 p.m.: W. Basketball at 
Ferris State
TENNIS
Friday, 4:30 p.m.: M. Tennis at 
Depauw University 
Friday, 7:30 p.m.: W. Tennis at 
Depauw University 
Saturday, 11:30 a.m.: W. Tennis 
vs. Luther in Greencastle, Ind. 
Saturday, 2:30 p.m.: M. Tennis vs. 
Luther in Greencastle, Ind.
DODGEBALL
Sunday, 12:30 p.m.: Dodgeball 
hosts Laker Dodgeball Invitational
LACROSSE
Friday, 7 p.m.: W. Lacrosse vs.
Kalamazoo College
Saturday, 3 p.m.: M. Lacrosse vs.
Butler University
Saturday, 6 p.m.: W. Lacrosse vs.
Aquinas University
By Zach Sepanik
GVL Staff Writer
Grand Valley State University is 
famous in the NCAA Division II for 
its athletic prowess, and though the 
GVSU women’s track and field team 
may not be the most talked about sport 
of the university’s 17 varsity sports, it 
could be the most dominant.
The GVSU women’strack and field 
team is shooting for its 12th-straight 
GLIAC conference championship this 
weekend when it travels to Saginaw 
Valley State University. For the Lakers, 
it is all about depth, and the team uses it 
to full advantage.
“On the national scene, we are look­
ing pretty strong with where we are sit­
ting in the rankings,” said GVSU head 
coach Jerry Baltes. “We have great 
depth in all our events to go with top 
caliber athletes in the front. Hopefully 
at conference, we can get a few more
qualifiers for the national meet.”
Senior distance runner Shaylee 
Vanderbaan said the depth of the team 
increases the level of competition in the 
meet.
“We are so deep, so we try to give 
ourselves some competition by trying 
to score more points than the boys or 
by doubling the second place team’s 
score,” said Vanderbaan, who will 
compete in the 5K at the conference 
championships. “The depth is really 
nice because there will be competition 
there. And by running or competing 
with them at practice, we’ll keep get­
ting better because we keep pushing 
each other.”
Earlier this month, the Lakers host­
ed the GVSU Big Meet, a meet that 
several of the women track athletes felt 
greatly prepared the team for what they 
would experience at GLIACS.
“We put an emphasis on our Big 
Meet,” said Ashley Botham, a junior 
middle-distance runner. “I know we
had a lot of national qualifiers come out 
of it because the meet was one of the 
first where we faced a lot of Division 
1 competition. Conference will be the 
next big meet, not so much across the 
board competition-wise but just in ex­
citement level, and it is something that 
we take pride in winning.”
After winning 11 consecutive con­
ference championships, Baltes said he 
tries to keep his team focused by hav­
ing them aim for more than just first 
place.
“If we go out and take care of busi­
ness and compete to the best of our 
ability, the place will take care of itself,” 
Baltes said. “Some returning athletes 
just expect to win or take it for granted. 
Last year we had great energy as we 
hosted, but that comes with the fans. 
We hope to carry it over to SVSU this 
year and get excited to do big things. 
We have to try to look at other motiva­
tion besides winning, like nationals and 
setting some records.”
Even though almost all events 
in track are individual, Botham said 
the focal point during the season has 
been on staying together as a cohesive 
group.
“We tried to focus by keeping every­
thing as a team because it is really easy 
to get caught up in your event group,” 
Botham said. “But at the beginning of 
the season, we made it a goal to branch 
across the event groups. You can’t win 
a national championship - or confer­
ence championship for that matter - 
with a bunch of individuals. It has to be 
a team goal, and in order for it to be a 
team goal, everyone has to support it.”
Baltes has also noticed something 
special with this year’s team.
“Across the board, it is the most tal­
ented and deepest team we have had ” 
he said. “We are just going to stay fo­
cused on us and take care of our busi­
ness.”
zsepariik@lanthorn com
SPORTS SHORTS
TENNIS DEFEATS 
LEWIS UNIVERSITY,
No. 15 Grand Valley State University 
remained undefeated on Saturday af­
ter an 8-1 victory over Lewis University 
to move to 18-0 on the season.
No. 1 doubles tandem Chelsea 
Johnston and Darylann Trout won their 
doubles match 8-3. Johnston won her 
No. 3 singles match 6-0.6-2, with Trout 
also winning in her No. 4 singles match, 
6-0,6-0. Lewis defaulted matches at No. 
6 singles and No. 3 doubles due to a lack 
of players. The Lakers will be back in ac­
tion on Friday when they face DePauw 
in Greencastle, Ind.
STELFOX EARNS
GLIAC NORTH PLAYER
OF THE WEEK
Grand Valley 
State University's 
Alex Stelfox was 
announced as the 
GUAC North Divi­
sion Player of the 
Week on Tuesday 
after averaging 
215 points, 10.0 
rebounds and 35 
blocks per game 
in two Laker wins STELFOX 
over the University 
of Findlay and Wayne State University 
last weekend.
Stelfox notched a double-double 
with 17 points, 13 rebounds and six 
blocks in a 58-41 drubbing of Findlay 
before scoring a career-high 26 points 
in the Lakers' 62-58 overtime win on 
Saturday afternoon against Wayne 
State. Stelfox and the Lakers will take 
on Ferris State University in Big Rap­
ids on Saturday to dose out their reg­
ular season.
We are the CHAMPIONS
...four years of victory
PWOMEN: .2010:1st GVSU 225.5 points,2nd-Ashland - 152 points 
2009: 205 pon
2nd - Ashland - 134 points 
2008: 1st GVSU 188.5 points, 
2nd - Ashland - 107points 
2007: 13.5 points,
2nd - Ashland - 132 points
MEN:
2010: I
2nd - Ashland - 123 points 
2009:ist Ashl 2 points,
2nd-GVSU - 144 points 
2008:1st GVSU 199.66 points,
2nd-Ashland - 147 points
2007:
2nd - Ashland - 98 points
Men look to repeat at GLIAC championships
Team has won each GLIAC championship since 2000 
outside a second-place finish behind Ashland in 2009
By Jon Adamy
GVL Staff Writer
For the Grand Valley State 
University men’s track and 
field team, only one place 
matters when it comes to this 
season’s GLIAC champion­
ships: first.
This year’s team will look 
to follow in the footsteps of 
last year’s first-place finish 
when it travels to Saginaw 
Valley State University Fri­
day.
Senior long sprinter Eric 
Lowe said he believes the 
athletes that return from last 
year’s team will benefit from 
the experience of winning last 
year’s indoor championship.
“I think it helps out a little 
bit. I mean, it gives us that 
little bit of confidence boost,” 
Lowe said. "We know we can 
do it. It’s fresh in our minds of 
how we did it, so it just sort 
of gives us a blueprint to do it 
again.”
For Lowe and the other
athletes, returning to the con­
ference championships with 
goal of a top finish is some­
thing they knew they would 
be working toward when they 
came to the team.
“That’s half the reason 
why people came here, was 
because of the tradition of 
track and field,” Lowe said. 
“When we all signed up to 
come to Grand Valley, we 
knew we’d be competing and 
winning conference champi­
onships.”
On top of the expectations 
to perform well at the confer­
ence championships, there is 
added pressure for the ath­
letes with the meet being the 
final competition in which 
they can qualify to compete 
in the NCAA Championships 
in March. GVSU head coach 
Jerry Baltes said for athletes 
on the brink of qualifying for 
nationals, the marks needed to 
qualify can change based on 
the performance of others.
“It’s hard to tell. There’s 
conference meets all over the
country, so you could be sit­
ting good this weekend, but 
if people across the country 
have great days, you can be 
on the outside looking in real 
quick,” Baltes said. “So you 
know no matter who you are, 
unless you’ve got an auto­
matic mark, you’ve really got 
to be focused on improving 
your marks and competing at 
a high level.”
Senior pole vaulter Quin­
ton Dennis said knowing 
there is only one shot left at 
a qualifying mark adds even 
more adrenaline to the already 
motivated athletes.
“You want to give it your 
all in all meets, but there’s al­
ways that little bit extra you 
get knowing that now is the 
last chance,” Dennis said. “So 
it definitely helps improve 
your marks a little bit to know 
that it’s your last chance, but 
it does put a lot of pressure on 
you as well ”
Baltes said he discussed 
with his team the importance 
of bringing the same level
GVL Archive / Andrew Mills 
GLIAC greats: Junior Matt Armstrong (left) and freshman Aaron Dewberry 
compete in the men's shot put and long jump during a past meet.
of enthusiasm and excite­
ment they had when hosting 
last year’s indoor champion­
ship. Baltes said there is not 
one specific event group that 
needs to do well for the team 
to take another first-place fin­
ish. It will require a team ef­
fort.
“One of our strengths is 
we’re good in all the events, 
so our focus is each event tak­
ing care of themselves and
competing at a high level, and 
if everyone does that, we’ll be 
okay, so we don’t single any­
one out,” Baltes said. “We re­
ally focus on each event group 
competing to the best of their 
ability, and hopefully that’ll 
mean all total at the end of the 
day, we’ll have enough points 
to win the championship.” 
jadamy@ lanthorn com
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Headshot: (Above and below) A pair of Lakers on 
the dodgeball team warm up bin preparation for a 
dodgeball practice session Tuesday.
ly event],” said senior Jeff Olsen. “We always 
try to get home games, and we always like to 
bring other teams to Grand Valley.”
The event starts at 12:30 p.m., when the 
Chippewas and Lakers will face-off. If only 
GVSU and Central Michigan attend, GVSU’s 
junior varsity team is scheduled to compete in 
a second match against Central Michigan later 
in the afternoon.
kvanantwerpen @ lanthorn .coni
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
GVL Staff Writer
The Laker Dodgeball Club hopes to draw 
a crowd of Grand Valley State University stu­
dents to its first Laker Dodgeball Invite set 
to take place in the south gym of the GVSU 
Fieldhouse Sunday.
And to explain why students should at­
tend the Laker Dodgeball Invite, GVSU team 
captain Jim Stokes pointed to the club motto: 
“headshots guaranteed.”
“In this kind of dodgeball, anything goes,” 
Stokes said. “You can hit them in the feet, 
body, head - it’s all legal. That means it’s go­
ing to be a lot more intense and exciting. It 
makes for a fast paced, aggressive game.”
Dodgeball at GVSU has become a spec­
tator sport. Stokes recalls a game during his 
freshman year in which about 1,200 people 
attended. While the club has not been able to 
draw a number that large lately, Stokes esti­
mated the final home game of last season drew 
between 150 and 200 people. At the invite, the 
club members hope to return to its roots.
“We kind of deviated from advertising our­
selves as a club,” Stokes said. “We stopped 
trying to be super big because we got used to 
winning. We didn’t feel like we had to put our 
names out there. We just always won. Now 
that the other teams are starting to match us, 
we want to get our name out there again.”
While Stokes said he doubts the event will 
draw crowds as large as his freshman year, 
he said he’s optimistic that the club’s heavy 
promotional efforts will draw a few hundred 
people.
“We’ve really pulled out all the stops on 
this,” he said. “We have people camped in 
Kirkhof, selling t-shirts and passing out fly­
ers to raise awareness. When the weather was 
nice, we had plans to chalk the sidewalks with 
advertisements. We’ve even invited some fra­
ternities that we’ve helped with fundraisers, so 
hopefully they'll bring their crews, and we’ll 
have a good turnout.”
Currently, the Lakers are scheduled only to 
face Central Michigan University’s dodgeball 
club at 12:30 p.m., though they extended invi-
GVL / Nicole Lamson
Charge: Senior Greg Trippiedi (right) practices with another member of the GVSU dodgeball team Tuesday. The 
team is set to face Central Michigan University in its first Laker Dodgeball Invitational Sunday.
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them in the feet, body, head - it's all legal. That means 
it's going to be a lot more intense and exciting/7
-Jim Stokes
Dodgeball team captain
tations to many other schools both in and out 
of state. However, many schools are located 
an hour and a half or further away.
“It’s hard to get teams to show up to a tour­
nament (at Grand Valley] because it’s not in a 
particularly central location,” said senior Greg 
Trippiedi. “The other reason is that we’ve 
been so good for so long, most teams would 
rather not travel out here to play us. They’d 
rather we come to them.”
Regardless of whether or not other teams 
arrive, Stokes said the match between Cen­
tral Michigan and the Lakers will be “the best 
match of the day.” The two teams have gone 
head-to-head in two matches already this sea­
son, with Central Michigan beating GVSU in 
a Jan. 19 game 4-2 and the Lakers scoring a 
victory at Feb. 12’s Michigan Dodgeball Cup 
by a score of 2-1.
“We definitely hope [it will become a year-
GV set to hold first Laker Dodgeball
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Dodgeball? Probably not my sport
By Greg Monahan
GVL Sports Editor
After getting my shot to practice with the 
Grand Valley State University dodgeball team, 
all I can feel is empathy for their opponents. 
Well, that and the pounding in my head.
These guys are good. Scary good, and I mean 
that literally because their team captain, Jimmy 
Stokes, looks like a middle linebacker and 
throws like Randy Johnson.
The GVSU dodgeball team has won four 
straight national championships, and about one 
minute into practice - when Stokes threw a 
dodgeball through my chest -1 realized why.
Now when I say ‘practice,’ I mean everyone 
plays dodgeball for two hours. Other than 
warming up by throwing against the wall, which 
is when I exhausted my arm trying to look cool 
by whipping the ball as hard as I could, there 
were no other drills. All dodgeball from there, 
which allowed me plenty of time to be targeted 
by anyone and everyone who decided it’d be fun 
to hit the ‘newspaper kid,’ as they referred to me.
And that explains the aforementioned 
pounding in my head -1 don’t know if it was 
because everyone knew I was from the Lanthorn 
or if it’s because I look like the human version 
of a bobblehead, but I got railed in the face on 
four separate occasions by my opponents. On 
one play, I thought I’d be intimidating and try 
and hit Stokes after he got me out earlier. I threw 
the ball, and before it even reached him, his 
teammate clobbered me with a fastball to the 
side of the face. I never even saw it. But I’m still 
feeling it.
Oh, and in case you’re keeping score at 
home, Stokes easily dodged my slow-pitch- 
softbal I-quality attempt.
The first time I got someone out was not at 
all due to any skill or ability on my behalf. No,
I took a dodgeball right off the forehead after a 
throw from team treasurer Greg Trippiedi, but 
it happened to ricochet 20 feet into the air and 
into the hands of my teammate. That means he’s 
out...I guess.
//
...I got railed in the face 
on four separate occasions 
by my opponents/7
-Greg Monahan
GVL / Nicole Lamson 
At the ready: Greg Monahan prepares to whip the ball.
In addition to getting my face rearranged,
I failed to get one single person out by hitting 
them in the entire two-hour period. The closest 
I came is when 1 almost pegged a girl in the 
face. She was one of the few women who had 
the bravery to show up, and I was an inch away 
from making sure she never came back. But see,
I was aiming at her feet. 1 was always an awful, 
awful pitcher in baseball - I once walked six 
batters in two-thirds of an inning on the mound, 
until I was mercifully yanked - and I guess that 
translates into being an equally bad dodgeball 
player.
So with a headache and a sore arm, I now 
understand why the GVSU dodgeball team is 
having trouble getting teams to show up to this 
weekend’s Laker Dodgeball Invitational. It’s 
simple - because they're not stupid. These teams 
can get concussions by hanging their heads 
against a wall at home. No need to travel to 
Allendale to let a dodgeball do the same thing.
sports® lanthorn jcom
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MEN'S BASKETBALL MEN'S LACROSSE
Lakers to open regular season 
against Butler University
GVL Archive / Eric Coulter
Rematch: Senior Justin Ringler rushes to the basket during the last match up against Ferris State University. The 
rivals will reunite Saturday, when the Lakers hope to rebound from a rocky string of games and beat the Bulldogs.
Expectations high 
as Lakers look 
to improve off 
quarterfinal berth 
last season
By Derek Wolff
GVL Assistant Sports Editor
Lakers look to avenge 131 
Showdown loss to Bulldogs
The Grand Valley State 
University men’s lacrosse 
team will open its regular 
season at 3 p.m. on Saturday 
in the Laker Turf Building 
against Butler University.
The Lakers look to im­
prove from a quarterfinal 
loss last season to Daven­
port University under the 
tenure of first-year GVSU 
head coach Tim Murray, a 
Butler University graduate 
who played on the Bulldogs 
lacrosse team.
“I have fond memories of 
my days as a Bulldog,” Mur­
ray said in a press release. 
“Playing against Butler Uni­
versity will always have a 
special meaning to me. It is 
even more exciting to open 
our season with them this 
year. They should be tough, 
disciplined and competitive 
- a good test for our team.”
GVSU will face a gruel­
ing 15-game regular season 
schedule while looking to 
return to postseason play. 
The Lakers will travel to 
Concordia University in 
Minnesota to face defending 
Division II National Cham­
pion St. Thomas University 
on March 12. The Lakers 
will also face CCLA cham­
pions Dayton University in a 
rematch of the 2010 CCLA 
championship game on April 
16 at home.
Expectations are high 
for the 49-man team, which 
returns many starters from 
last season including four se­
niors. In pre-season matches, 
the team defeated two varsi­
ty squads: Trine and Adrian 
College. Ultimately, the goal 
is to bring home the Lakers’ 
first national championship.
“Before we get there we 
have to win our conference 
tournament,” said junior 
player Dan MacDonell. “To 
get there, we have to take it
Team drops four of 
seven since OT loss 
in 131 Showdown 
against Ferris State 
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Staff Writer
Ever since its loss to archri­
val Ferris State University in 
the 131 Showdown on Jan. 
29, the Grand Valley State 
University men’s basketball 
team has not been quite the 
same.
The team had only three 
losses and healthy roster and 
planned to take a stranglehold 
on the GLIAC North Division 
with a win.
Things did not quite go as 
planned after the Lakers fell 
in overtime. GVSU has gone 
just 3-4 since and is only re­
cently getting healthy for its 
season-finale and rematch 
with Ferris State on Saturday.
“We want revenge, but at 
the same time, this is the first 
step to where we want to get 
to,” said junior guard Wes 
Trammell, who scored eight 
points in the 131 Showdown. 
“We really do need this win. 
and as long as we take care of 
business, we still can get to 
the postseason.”
Those postseason chanc­
es have been questioned in 
recent weeks, but after the 
team’s upset of then-No. 3 
Findlay, doubters have been 
silenced as the Lakers have 
risen back into the top-eight 
of the NCAA’s Midwest Re­
gion rankings.
“(Right now) we are defi­
nitely focused more on our 
own team,” said GVSU head 
coach Ric Wesley. “We need 
a win to keep our NCAA at- 
large bid hopes alive.”
Saturday’s game will 
prove important from both a 
win/loss and confidence point 
of view. The Lakers have 
proven that they can play 
with the conference contend­
ers at home - shown by their 
8-1 record against the GLIAC 
in the Fieldhouse Arena - but 
road struggles have followed 
the team all season.
“Any successes we’ve had 
have helped our confidence 
some,” Wesley said. “This 
will be a much tougher envi­
ronment than any other road 
game we have had this year.
GVL Archive / Nicole Lamson
Behind enemy lines: Junior Daniel MacDonell waits for the ball during a past match. 
The Lakers will battle Coach Tim Murray's alma mater, Butler University, Saturday.
The challenge of playing well 
against a tough opponent is 
something our team needs to 
embrace.”
Ferris’ star center Justin 
Keenan, the GLIAC’s Pre­
season Player of the Year, will 
be public enemy No. 1 again 
for the Lakers after going for 
18 points and eight rebounds 
in second half of their last 
match-up.
Teaming with Keenan will 
be 3-point specialist Matt De­
Hart. The seniors combined 
for 45 points and 20 rebounds 
in that game.
“We’re focused on trying 
to have a good performance 
against a good team,” said ju­
nior guard Alvin Storrs, who 
missed all but four minutes of 
the 131 due to a concussion. 
“That’s what will prepare us 
to make a run deep in the post 
season.”
The absence of Storrs, ju­
nior center Nick Waddell and 
senior guard K’Len Morris 
loomed large not only in the 
Lakers’ loss to Ferris, but also 
during the team’s struggles in 
recent weeks.
The return of Storrs and 
Waddell has given the Lak­
ers a boost during their most 
difficult stretch of the season. 
Since edging Lake Erie Col­
lege on the road two weeks 
ago, GVSU has faced two of 
the top six teams in the Mid­
west Region. Meanwhile, 
white-hot Ferris, currently 
riding a 12-game winning 
streak, sits at No. 21 in the 
National Association of Bas­
ketball Coaches poll. '
"Being injured early in 
the last game was disappoint­
ing because I wanted to help 
the team and was excited to 
do so,” said Storrs, who has 
recently eased back into the 
rotation. “It’s a big game be­
cause of their standing in the 
league, but anytime you get a 
chance to beat your rival, it’s 
that much more exciting.”
These Lakers look at Sat­
urday’s game not only as an 
important game in the GV- 
SU-Ferris rivalry, but also as 
a springboard for the postsea­
son. A loss is not devastating 
to their tournament chances, 
but a win wraps up a success­
ful regular season, albeit one 
with a few bumps along the 
way. and puts them right back 
in the hunt for a national title. 
hfreclericksen @ lanthorn .com
//
We really do 
need this win, 
and as long as 
we take care 
of business, 
we can still 
get to the 
postseason."
-Wes Trammell
Junior guard
one game at a time and play 
everyone as tough as we 
can.”
The one-game-at-a-time 
philosophy has resonated 
with coach Murray and the 
team.
“That’s the only way you 
can do it,” said senior player 
Cam Holding. “As long as 
you win one game at a time, 
there’s nothing to it.”
Holding returned to 
GVSU to play his senior year 
after playing at the Division 
II varsity level last season for 
Florida Southern University. 
He returned to play at the 
GVSU club level after en­
tering the professional draft 
for Major League Lacrosse, 
where he was drafted by the 
Edmonton Rush. After play­
ing his first two seasons at 
GVSU, Holding said the cur­
rent squad reminds him of 
his freshman year when the 
team fell in the semi-finals.
“The expectations for 
the year are to win the na­
tional championship and the 
CCLA championship,” he 
said. “During my freshman 
year when we went to the 
semi-finals, we had a very 
good team. For this to be my 
last year and to have such a
talented team again, it would 
be a shame to not go back 
and win what we almost won 
three years ago.”
The road to the national 
championship will start on 
Saturday with Butler, a team 
the Lakers have beat in the 
past.
Both MacDonell and 
Holding stressed not over­
looking the Bulldogs.
“One of the big things is to 
not get a big head,” Holding 
said. “We have to play every 
team like they’re the best 
in the league. We’ve beaten 
Butler in the past, but if we 
don’t come out ready to play 
and be a top team, then we’re 
going to have problems.”
Playing with confidence 
and pacing - the keys to the 
game the Lakers did well in 
their preseason wins over 
Trine and Adrian - will be 
crucial for success on Satur­
day.
“We need to offensively 
run our system and apply 
pressure,” MacDonell said. 
“We really need to bust our 
tails in the clearing and rid­
ing game. After that, it’s 
just wanting it, hustle and 
heart.”
dwolff® lanthorn .com
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Doodles 
to Designs
Student artist Anne Gerlofs 
prepares for senior show
By Rebekah Young
GVL Staff Writer
A
t just 3 years old. Anne Gerlofs 
first set pencil to paper. Now in her 
senior year in Grand Valley State 
University’s Art and Design program, she is 
ready to make a career of her lifelong love 
for drawing.
“1 used to bring drawing stuff to every­
thing,” said Gerlofs, 22.
As a little girl, she carried a tin of pencils 
and a sketch pad with her. She brought it to 
her brother's baseball games, to study hall 
at school and on family trips.
"It wasn’t really a question of if I would 
go to college for art, it was just a question of 
where,” she said.
With an emphasis in illustration,Gerlofs 
is set to graduate this spring. Her artwork, 
along with the work of fellow student artist 
Stephanie Nienhouse, will be featured in an 
exhibit in the Padnos Student Gallery from 
March 28-31. A reception will be held from 
5 to 7 pan. on March 31.
Since her days of doodling as a child, 
Gerlofs has developed a keen interest in 
interior and exterior design. Many of her 
works focus on buildings and architecture.
“My works are less about people and 
more about spaces,” she said. "They’re re­
ally different subjects. People are complex. 
Spaces are simpler. I’m just realistic. I like 
things to be straightforward and honest. 
When you look at space, it’s all there to see. 
Nothing is hidden.”
At the BFA exhibit, Gerlofs will display 
six pieces combining illustration and paint-
Courtesy photo / Anne Gerlofs
Architectural art Six of Anne Gerlofs' Wharton-inspired pieces (one pictured) will be in the BFA exhibit.
ing. She is currently working to finish the 
paintings, which are based on the writings 
of Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Edith 
Wharton.
Gerlofs said her pieces will focus on 
contrasting the ideals and reality of society 
during the Industrial Revolution.
“The times were characterized by ro­
mantic ideals and writing, but the roles of 
men and women were really skewed,” she 
said.
Gerlofs sought inspiration for her paint­
ings from historical photos of buildings she 
found in books and online. She also took 
photos of architecture in Grand Rapids and 
Chicago.
To contrast the stark reality of 1900s so­
ciety life with the romantic ideals the people 
held, she added layers of vivid colors and 
fluttery markings to her depictions of the 
buildings to represent the people.
Gerlofs said she is excited to share her 
work and be that much closer to finishing 
school. After graduation, she wants to move
GVL / Rebekah Young
Illustrator: Senior Anne Gerlofs will have her 
work exhibited on display March 28-31.
to Paris. She has already taken some French 
and wants to become fluent.
“That’s always where I have wanted to 
go, and art wise, it’s a place you have to go,” 
she said. “I just want to explore and see the 
world.”
ryoung @ lanthorn tom
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To get know more about Gerlofs beyond her love for drawing, 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn asked her some questions in the tradi­
tion of French writer Marcel Proust’s personality questionnaire. 
Lanthorn: What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery? 
Gerlofs: Complacency. Being in a 9-to-5 job that you hate. 
lanthorn What is your idea of earthly happiness?
Gerlofs: Family. Having good, honest relationships with people. 
lanthorn: Where would you most like to live?
Gerlofs: For right now, Paris. I really love Michigan but not right 
now. I hate the snow. I love Lake Michigan, so that would bring 
me back for sure.
lanthorn: What fault of yours do you most indulge?
Gerlofs: I worry way too much about making people feel happy 
and at ease. I kind of stress about social events. 
lanthorn: Who are you favorite heroes or heroines of fiction? 
Gerlofs: Edith Wharton. She was an independent woman. She 
was super talented. She was a landscape artist and an incredible 
writer. Oscar Wilde.
lanthorn: Who are your favorite heroes or heroines in real life? 
Gerlofs: My parents. I respect them.
Lanthorn: Who is your favorite artist?
Gerlofs: Sam Francis. He’s a painter I love. He does abstract 
paintings with color, a lot of contrast and beautiful shapes. 
lanthorn: Who is your favorite musician?
Gerlofs: I love the band Cake. I like their work. It’s so eclectic. 
They have French horns and guitar. The singer has an interesting 
voice. The lyrics are really clever. I also love classical music— 
Tchaikovsky, John Williams, Philip Glass. 
lanthorn: What are your favorite activities?
Gerlofs: I love sports. I used to play club tennis and indoor soc­
cer. I used to backpack a lot. I love being on teams with people 
- the camaraderie and the competitive nature of it. I just think 
that’s healthy.
lanthorn: What gift would you like to possess?
Gerlofs: I would love to be a professional athlete. I love the idea 
of traveling with a team, having a following and experiencing the 
excitement of games. Fame sounds fun - having people know 
who you are.
lanthorn. What is your motto?
Gerlofs: “Being anxious in nothing” from the Bible (Phil. 4:5). I 
don’t think it’s helpful to worry about things. God has a plan for 
everyone, and you stressing out doesn’t make a difference.
ryoung @ lanthorn t om
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Homecoming: Laura Kasischke (pictured) will give two presentations 
Thursday in the Kirkhof Center. Kasischke is a native of Grand Rapids.
Hometown author returns 
for GV Writers Series
Laura Kasischke to read her poetry and prose
By Josh Brunsting 
and Elijah Brumback
GVL Staff
One of the area’s most 
well-known authors will re­
turn to the area to help guide 
and entertain writers and non­
writers alike.
Author Laura Kasischke 
will give two presentations 
about the craft of writing, and 
a reading and discussion will 
follow. Kasischke will speak 
from 4 to 5:15 p.m., followed 
by a reading from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Thursday in Room 2263 
of Kirkhof Center.
A native of Grand Rapids, 
the University of Michigan 
graduate and current associate 
professor, Kasischke is glad to 
make her return to the area.
“I’ve only done a few read­
ings in Grand Rapids over the 
years, so I’m very much look­
ing forward to being home for 
this one,” she said. “I have 
more fun reading poetry and 
attending poetry readings be­
cause for me, that’s the form 
most intended to be heard 
rather than read. But I like 
storytelling, too, and being 
told stories. All readings are 
a chance to celebrate the art 
forms and to come together 
with that common goal.”
Kasischke will read from a 
short story and from her new 
book of poetry, titled “Space, 
In Chains.”
“I’m a fiction writer and 
poet,” she said. “I like to mix 
it up a bit, in case anyone who 
particularly dislikes - or bet­
ter yet likes - one or the other 
is in the audience. I’m really
excited to see the reaction to 
some new work of mine.”
Before the reading, Kasis­
chke will discuss writing and 
writing craft in a workshop 
style discussion.
“My advice to students is 
always to write through the 
trouble spots, not stopping to 
reconsider until a whole draft 
of something is on the table, 
and then you can start to wor­
ry,” she said. “I find a lot of 
poets to be perfectionists, and 
that this is generally unhelp­
ful. Another piece of advice 
I give, whether I’m asked for 
it or not, is to find the subject 
matter and writing style and 
form you can stay passion­
ate about for a lifetime, and 
then do whatever you must to 
maintain that passion.”
This event also has many 
within the writing field at 
GVSU excited.
“Laura is that rarity,” said 
Austin Bunn, assistant profes- 
sor of writing at GVSU. “She’s 
an enormously talented and 
genuinely multi-genre writer, 
and she just so happens to be 
from Grand Rapids. She’s 
written novels, poetry, short- 
stories and young adult books 
that have even caught the at­
tention of the film industry.”
Author of sixteen total 
books, Kasischke has pub­
lished eight novels and eight 
books of poetry. The recipient 
of a Guggenheim Fellowship 
and a National Endowment 
for the Arts grant, Kasischke 
has also won several Pushcart 
Prizes. Her work has also 
been fodder for two feature 
films.
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Who will bethe Last Laker Standing?
By Patrick Nothaft
GVL Staff Writer
Expect the transitions from flow to punch line 
to hit hard on Friday night as five Grand Valley 
State University students attempt to out-funny 
each other in the final round of Last Laker Stand­
ing competition.
The doors open at 8:30 p.m., and the show 
starts at 9 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center’s Grand 
River Room.
The three finalists who receive the most votes 
from the audience and a panel of judges will take 
home prizes courtesy of Spotlight Productions, 
the GVSU student organization sponsoring the 
event.
The first place prize is an XBOX 360 console, 
Kinect for the XBOX 360 and several videog­
ames that are compatible with Microsoft’s new
motion sensor device.,
The runner-up will take home a television val­
ued at $300, and the third place contestant will 
receive an item that has yet to be determined but 
will be valued at $150.
Student Senate provided the funding for 
the prizes, which are worth a combined total of 
$1jOOO, said Spotlight Productions Comedy and 
Speaker Chair Alyson Greenwell.
The comedy competition has furnished senior 
Greg Kort’s apartment with a Nintendo Wii and a 
Blu-ray player after his first-place finishes in the 
past two competitions.
“I was personally really impressed (with my 
competitors),” Kort said about his fellow final­
ists. “There were a lot of new faces and a lot of 
creative stuff. I don’t think I could say that I did 
the best in the semi-finals.”
Finalist Laura Wizniuk said despite never 
performing stand-up comedy before, her work in
GVSU’s Theater Department prepared her for the 
competition.
“I’ve had a lot of experience being on stage,” 
Wizniuk said. “For some people, one of the 
worst parts of doing stand-up is the nervousness 
of being up on stage in front of people, but since 1 
always do that, it wasn’t a big deal for me."
Finalists Greg Monahan and Ryan McKeman 
both have stand-up experience from past Last 
Laker competitions, and McKeman regularly 
tests new material in the Kirkhof Center’s Area 
51 during his weekly open-mic comedy show, 
“Comedy Thingy.”
The newcomer Jason Flannery, a junior in his 
first year at GVSU after transferring from Kala­
mazoo Valley Community College, made a name 
for himself in the semi-finals just seconds after 
taking the microphone.
“We say ‘tuna-fish’... but we don’t say ‘chick­
en-bird’,” he observed, drawing laughter from a
great majority of members of the audience.
Host Pete Dominick, a special contributor to 
CNN, will announce the winner after the show. 
In between the finalists’ 7-10 minute sets, he will 
also entertain the audience with his brand of co­
medic social commentary.
Dominick, who also performs as a warm­
up comedian for “The Colbert Report,” said he 
would rather do other things than host amateur 
comedy competitions, but that hosting Last Laker 
Standing is an exception.
“There is just something different about 
GVSU,” he said. “The students who are perform­
ing take it seriously and work hard on their jokes 
and performances, and the students who come to 
watch and support arc amazing, too. I just always 
have fun doing it.”
pnothaft@ lanthorn tom
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Announcements
No spring break plans? Make 
planning easy at 
Lanthorn.c6m. Click the 
“Travel” tab and check on 
prices to the best spring 
break destinations with only 
a few clicks. 
www.lanthorn.com _______
Want GVSU news now? The 
Lanthorn has it covered. Visit 
our website, Facebook, You­
Tube, or Twitter for the latest 
GVSU campus and sports 
news, www.lanthorn.com
Roommates
2 Female roommates wanted 
for 2011-2012 school year! 
We’ve signed a nine month 
lease ($395 plus utilities) for a 
4 bedroom, 2 bath town- 
house at Campus West. We 
are fun, easy going, serious 
students. Email
stewarha@mail.gvsu.edu if 
interested!
_______ Services_______
Experienced Attorney 3 Miles 
from Campus. 616.895.7300. 
www.davidknoesterDlc.com
616-895-7300
Ride the G.R. Hopper this 
weekend. Only $10 per per­
son round trip from Allendale 
(reservation required). Ride 
includes unlimited bar hop­
ping and other specials at 
downtown bars and restau­
rants. Call 616-606-0467 or 
email staff@grhopper.com
University Bookstore. Shop 
online anytime with the Uni- 
versity Bookstore. 
www.ubs.gvsu.edu
_______Wanted_______
Bartenders wanted. Up to 
$250/Day. No Experience 
necessary. Training provided. 
Age 18+ Okay. Call 
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.
Receptionist position avail­
able at The Lanthorn begin­
ning Fall 2011. Training to 
begin this semester. Possibil­
ity for advancement to Busi­
ness Manager/Assistant 
Business Manager positions. 
Apply now at The Lanthorn 
office, 0051 Kirkhof Center. 
Knowledge of general office 
work and business skills a 
plus. Underclassmen pref- 
ered.
Employment
The Lanthorn is looking for 
an Assistant Business Man­
ager. Should be available up 
to 15 hours and on Fridays. 
The interview process will 
continue until the position is 
filled. Freshman to Junior 
status is preferred. Must 
have Excel knowledge. Will 
be assisting with budgeting, 
payroll, accounts payable 
and account receivable. 
Cover letter, resume, and ref­
erences are needed. Stop in 
to the Lanthorn office to ap­
ply^
Work on Mackinac Island. 
Make lifelong friends. The Is­
land House Hotel and Ryba’s 
Fudge Shops are looking for 
help in all areas this summer: 
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait 
Staff, Sales Clerks, Kitchen, 
Baristas. Housing, bonus, 
and discounted meals. (906) 
847-7196. www.theisland- 
house.com
_______ Housing_______
Grand Valley’s best kept 
deal. University Townhomes 
& Apartments guarantees the 
lowest price per person. En­
joy a quiet atmosphere with a 
variety of home styles to 
choose from less than 2 
miles from campus. Call Tim 
today 616-477-5511
In addition to print, we also
publish all of our articles on
our website. Check it out!
PET THENEWS IN y0Uk
S-gnupforoure-newslett
and receive the headlines i
your e-mail account as soo
s they are published!
-"•-ESSIE?
Comments section.
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Super Crossword 5WAN50NG5l
ACROSS demanding 101 Israeli “Simon & 41 PDQ, 96 D-Day
1 Like the 57 Take a taxi diplomat Simon" politely
47 Tolkien
craft
Kalahari 60 Short 103 Mink’s coat 3 “Picnic” 97 — Cruces,
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GO FIGURE ! y
The idea of Go Figure is to arrive 
at the figures given at the bot­
tom and right-hand columns of 
the diagram by following the 
arithmetic signs in the order 
they are given (that is, from left 
to right and top to bottom). Use 
only the numbers below the 
diagram to complete its bfank 
squares and use each of the 
nine numbers only once.
DIFFICULTY: ★ ★
★ Moderate ★ ★ Difficult 
★ ★ ★ GO FIGURE! O 2011 King Features Syndicate, Inc
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Guest artist-in-residence to teach, 
perform unique modern dance Friday
By Elijah Brumback
GVLA&E Editor
It only takes a couple of YouTube videos 
to realize the extraordinary nature of the kind 
of dance now taught at Grand Valley State*
University.
Mark Santillano, former Pilobolus dancer 
and leader of SoMar Dance Works, supported 
by the 50th Anniversary Arts Committee and 
the music and dance departments, has taken a 
position as guest artist-in-residence at G VSU.
Along with teaching classes, Santillano will 
perform a piece with his dance company.
“It’s a repertory concert,” Santillano said.“Its featuring primarily 
myself and my wife.”
The performance will be held at 7 p.m. Friday in Studio Theatre 
1600 at the Performing Arts Center.
“This is a pretty amazing year for dance at GVSU,” said Shawn 
Bible, assistant professor of dance. “First the (Martha) Graham 
piece ‘Appalachian Spring’ and now a Pilobolus guest artist-in- 
residence.”
While in residence at GVSU, Santillano will teach classes in 
advanced modem dance technique, intermediate modem dance 
technique and partnering. Each class will consist of movement 
phrases and warm-ups reflective of his choreographic voice.
“Santillano comes from a strong background of modem dance 
in which physicality, stamina and artistry are paramount,” Bible 
said. “SoMar Dance Works has a national reputation around the 
states due to his previous training as a professional dance company 
member of Pilobolus.”
Pilobolus is one of the foremost professional modem dance 
companies out of New York City. It has toured all over the world 
and most notably has performed in several television commercials, 
at the Emmys and on the Ellen DeGeneres Show. Many dance
enthusiasts will recognize this dance company by the forms/shapes 
the dancers make.
“The dancers will make huge sculptures by stacking on one 
another and creating large scale objects,” Bible said.
As well as making large forms, the dancers also move up and 
down stage to create the illusion of increased or decreased size 
depending on nature of the shape. In one Youtube clip, pairs of 
dancers come together to form waddling penguins. In another 
instance they mold to form the bust of late-night television host 
Conan O’Brien.
“SoMar Dance Works brings exactly this kind of contemporary 
partnering and athleticism to their dances,” Bible said. “While in 
residence at GVSU, they will be creating this ground-breaking 
choreographic vision on our students. They are known for morphing 
their bodies into natural and organic shape structures that seem 
impossible to the average human.”
For those not familiar with Pilobolus or dance, Bible said the 
non-dancer will still be able to identify with the sheer physicality 
of the performers.
“This type of modem dance demands strength and artistry,” he 
said. “Every human will kinesthetically understand the physical 
requirements of this type of concert dance.”
Santillano continues to add to his stoned career as a professional 
dancer, teacher and choreographer. He has earned several honors 
and has performed with many prestigious dance companies in the 
U.S. and abroad. He is a member of the Actor’s Equity Association, 
a troupe that performed on national tours of “The King and I,” 
“West Side Story” and “A Chorus Line.” His choreography has 
been honored at the American College Dance Festival’s National 
Gala Concert and has been featured in several dance companies 
across the country. He has served as the artist-in-residence at his 
alma mater, Southwest Missouri State University, and he currently 
serves as associate professor of dance at Mercy hurst College.
While his residency at GVSU is relatively short, Santillano is 
working primarily with one small group of students.
“I’m choreographing a dance for them, on them and that will 
be premiering Friday night,” Santillano said. “They will also be 
participating in couple of smaller pieces on the concert as well.”
GVl/Kate Kaurich
Kinesthetic dance: Grand Valley students Katy Tice and Courtney Sammut 
practice for the performance on Friday in the Performing Arts Center.
Santillano said in light of his short residency, he’s not concerned 
with making any revelations, but because he comes from such a 
unique world of the dance, students here will still be able to come 
away with more perspective.
“In the world of the arts and dance, the more exposure you have 
to different styles the better,” he said.
arts@lanthorn xom
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ALBUM REVIEW )BRIGHTEYEs
/ The People's Key
Final album from group closes first chapter 
of frontman Connor Oberst's career
By Dannica Patrick
GVL Guest Columnist
Last year, Bright Eyes frontman Conor 
Oberst announced he will retire the Bright 
Eyes name - but before that, fans will get 
one more album. The constant change 
of Oberst’s music left some uncertain of 
what to expect. However, “The People’s 
Key” captures how well Oberst is able to 
evolve musically while maintaining the 
“key” element of Bright Eyes: intelligent 
lyrics over unique melodies.
Kicking things off in classic Bright 
Eyes fashion, The People’s Key opens 
with a spoken introduction setting the tone 
for the album. A man’s frenzied, yet inter­
related musings - from the span of time 
and the future, to relating elements of the 
Sumerian tablets to events in the biblical 
book of Genesis, to phase shifts from di­
mension to dimension - timidly transform 
into the album’s opening song, “Firewall.” 
The track slowly builds up into an almost 
orchestral arrangement, complete with 
chanting, only to be deconstructed into a
single guitar rhythm.
The beautiful piano melodies and heart­
breaking lyrics of “Ladder Song” allude 
to older Bright Eyes albums. With lyrics 
expressing emotion both explicitly and 
through imagery, listeners are reminded of 
what Oberst built his career on: his ability 
to share his personal struggles in such a 
way to which anyone can relate.
The listener is left to meditate on the 
lyrics, rich in imagery pertaining to sci­
ence, theories on the universe and every­
thing in between. The People’s Key closes 
the book for Bright Eyes. However, the re­
tirement of Bright Eyes doesn’t mean that 
Oberst himself is retiring. With projects 
such as the Mystic Valley Band and the 
Monsters of Folk super-group, Oberst’s 
music is maturing from poetically de­
pressing songs about death and heartache 
to Dylan-eqsue anthems dealing with poli­
tics and religion.
Dannica Patrick is the host of Motion 
Sickness on WCKS student-run radio at 9 
p.m. on Sundays.
arts @ lan thorn .com
Courtesy photo / Google Images
The People's Key: Bright Eyes frontman Conor Oberst (pictured)'s final album with the band dropped Feb. 15.
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